
 

 

  

 

Letter to Editor 

Analyzing the role of combat medics in 

rescue operations and transporting of 

injured individuals during a crisis 

Fatemeh Ghavidel 1, Maryam Shabany 2 

 

Keywords: Combat Medics, Relief Works, Care Transitions, 

Disasters 

EBNESINA - IRIAF Health Administration  (Vol. 26, No. 4, Serial 89) 

Article history: 
Received: 2024/4/15 
Revised: 2024/10/31 
Accepted: 2024/11/14 
Published: 2024/12/21 

 
How to cite: 

Ghavidel F, Shabany M.Analyzing 
the role of combat medics in 
rescue operations and 
transporting of injured individuals 
during a crisis.EBNESINA 
2024;26(4):115-120. 
DOI: 10.22034/26.4.115 

1. Department of Emergency Nursing, 

Faculty of Nursing, Aja University of 

Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran 

2. Department of Community Health 

and Research, Faculty of Nursing, Aja 

University of Medical Sciences, 

Tehran, Iran 

 
 Corresponding Author: 

Maryam Shabany 

Address: Department of Community 

Health and Research, Faculty of 

Nursing, Aja University of Medical 

Sciences, Tehran, Iran 

Tel: +98 (21) 43824059 

E-mail: m.shabani@ajaums.ac.ir 

 

Copyright© 2024. This open-access article is published under the terms of the Creative 

Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License which permits Share (copy and 

redistribute the material in any medium or format) and Adapt (remix, transform, and build upon 

the material) under the Attribution-NonCommercial terms. Downloaded from: 

http://www.ebnesina.ajaums.ac.ir 

https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-9012-1401
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-2132-6734
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-9012-1401
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-2132-6734
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-9012-1401
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-2132-6734


EBNESINA Vol. 26, No. 4, Serial 89 

116 

The relief and transport chain in Iran 

comprises various facilities, including field 

emergency units, convalescent homes, 

hospitals, and other relief centers. These play 

a crucial role from the moment of injury until 

the resolution of health issues and the 

treatment of the injured. The Combat Medical 

Organization, which emerged during the Iran-

Iraq War, addresses health and medical needs. 

During this conflict, combat medical activities 

included the treatment of both communicable 

and non-communicable diseases, as well as 

common injuries sustained by fighters in 

clinics, emergency rooms, and field hospitals. 

A significant portion of the armed forces' 

relief efforts occurred in hospitals and field 

clinics, where combat medics played a vital 

role in transporting patients from the injury 

site to the operating room. In addition to 

medical services, they provided essential 

facilities and equipment [1, 2]. 

Overall, combat medical care is a flexible 

organization that adapts well to environmental 

changes, although it requires training. Its 

mission is to deliver medical services at any 

time and in any location. Due to the multiple 

layers of relief and transportation, each with 

distinct operational levels and responsibilities, 

the wounded must be transported to higher-

capacity medical centers as quickly as 

possible. During the war, transportation of the 

injured occurred via land, air, and sea, 

depending on available resources, regional 

geography, operational tactics, enemy threats, 

and physical conditions [3, 4]. For instance, 

when hospital units in Khuzestan Province 

faced a shortage of medical staff, a combat 

medical center was quickly established within 

the military forces to create both an 

emergency room and an aid post in 

operational areas. Volunteers, nurses, medical 

technicians, and other medical personnel 

stationed in nearby cities were organized into 

these medical centers. The medical service 

centers contained several departments, 

including medical facilities located behind 

defense lines, which functioned similarly to 

city hospitals. Field hospitals were set up at 

the front lines, followed by emergency units 

and aid posts positioned closest to the combat 

zone [3]. 

Another critical aspect of combat 

healthcare is its economic and health 

dimension, which helps preserve human 

capital. Timely relief and services for the 

wounded, along with the transfer of field 

hospitals to the front lines, significantly 

reduced the mortality rate of the injured by 40 

to 50% [2]. 

Combat healthcare also plays essential 

roles during natural disasters, preventing 

infectious diseases in times of crisis, and 

planning for future threats. The extensive 

involvement of the armed forces, along with 

robust logistical and engineering resources 

and a wide range of human capital, greatly 

contributed to managing the largest flood in 

contemporary Iranian history. This 

coordination substantially reduced loss of life 

and destruction, providing vital relief and 

medical services to those affected by this 

natural disaster. Moreover, endemic diseases 

such as malaria, leishmaniasis, tuberculosis, 

and schistosomiasis posed major threats 

during the war, alongside risks from cholera, 

typhoid, hepatitis, amebiasis, giardiasis, polio, 

and influenza. The health measures 

implemented by health authorities and combat 

medical services effectively prevented 

outbreaks of these epidemics [5]. 

As previously mentioned, the role of 

combat medical services is sensitive and 
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precise, necessitating careful preparation and 

provision of necessary facilities. Future 

conflicts will inevitably require a robust 

rescue network within the health and medical 

sectors. Given the current global climate, 

marked by an increase in wars, terrorism, and 

natural disasters, as well as evolving war 

strategies and weaponry, military medicine 

and combat medical services must be 

adequately prepared. This preparation 

involves adapting human resources, 

equipment, organization, and training to meet 

the demands of future conflicts, ensuring the 

effective execution of assigned medical and 

military missions. Strengthening the combat 

medical management system during 

peacetime is essential for optimal 

performance during wartime [6]. 

It is also important to note that combat 

strategies are inherently linked to military 

strategies. To effectively plan for relief, 

transportation, or any preparation for combat 

medical care, it is crucial to identify the 

nature of potential enemy threats and take 

necessary measures to enhance the 

performance of combat medical services 

during an attack. 
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ییټ بٲ٧ بٴٲؼٳٹٖٻقبٲ٭ایطاٴزضاٶش٣ب٬ٸاٲسازطٺیظٶؼ

ٲطا٦ عؾ بیطٸضؾشبٴٳبیثٶ٣بټش٫بٺ،،یینحطااٸضغاٶؽټٳچٹٴ

ؾلاٲشیٲك٧٭قسٴطٜثطَسبتیآؾظٲبٴاظ٦ٻاؾزاٲسازی

ٲی بٴای ٵزض.سٷ ٦ٷیٲ ٟ بیاضایاؾبؾٶ٣فٲهسٸٰزضٲبٴٸ

ػٷ ٩ظٲ بٴزض٦ٻاؾزٶٹْٽٹضیٶٽبزضظٲیثٽساضیؾبظٲبٴ

زضٲ بٶیٸثٽساقشیٶیبظټبی٦طزٴثطَطٜػٽزٖطا٠ٸایطاٴ

ضظٲ یثٽ ساضیټ بیٞٗبٮی زاظثركیایٵػٷ٩زضآٲس.دسیس

ٲؿطی)ټبثیٳبضیثٻضؾیس٪یقبٲ٭ ټبیثیٳبضی،(یٚیطٲُؿطٸ

زضضظٲٷس٪بٴقبیٕٸغضایټبیٲهسٸٲیزٸټبٲؼطٸحیز،قبیٕ

ٕزضثٹز.نحطاییټبیثیٳبضؾشبٴٸټباٸضغاٶؽټب،زضٲبٶ٫بٺ ٸا٢ 

ټبٳبضؾشبٴیثزضٲؿٯحیطٸټبیٶیاٲسازٷسآیٞطاظیاٖٳسٺثرف

ٶ٣ فضظٲ یثٽ ساضیٸقسٲیاٶؼبٰیینحطایټبزضٲبٶ٫بٺٸ

ٖٽسٺثطضاٖٳ٭اسب٠سبآؾیتٲح٭اظیٳبضاٴثاٶش٣ب٬زضٲٽٳی

اٲ٧بٶ بری،ثٽساقشٸیزضٲبٶذسٲبرثطٖلاٸٺټٳچٷیٵزاقز.

.>2 ،1=قسٲیاضائٻآٶٽبسٹؾٍٶیعسؼٽیعارٸ

ٝؾ بظٲبٶیضظٲ یثٽ ساضی٦ٯیَٹضثٻ ٢بثٯی زث بٲٷُٗ 

ث ٻٶی بظا٪طچٻاؾز،ٲحیُیسٛییطارثبٹاػٽٻٲزضثبلااٶُجب٠

زضٲ بٶیذ سٲبرټط٪ٹٶٻاضائٻآٴٲٹضیزأٲٸزاضزټبییآٲٹظـ

ث ٻسٹػ ٻثبیضظٲیثٽساضزضاؾز.ٲ٧بٴټطزضٸظٲبٴټطزض

ٸیبسیٖٳٯؾُح٥یټط٦سا٦ٰٻاٶش٣ب٬،ٸاٲسازٲشٗسزټبیٻیلا

ظٲ بٴ٢٭ح سازضسی ثبٵیٲؼ طٸحزاضٶس،ٖٽسٺثٻضایشیٲؿئٹٮ

َ ٹ٬زض.بثٷ سیاٶش٣ب٬یزضٲبٶٲؼٽعسطٸثبلاسطٲطا٦عثٻٲٳ٧ٵ

یبی ػٛطاٞٸاٶش٣ ب٬اٲ٧بٶ براؾ بؼث طٵیٲؼطٸح،ٶیعػٷ٩

ٍیق طاٸزق ٳٵساری سٽسٸیبسی ٖٳٯیټ ب٥یسب٦شٸٲٷ٣ُٻ

ق سٶسٲ یٲٷش٣ ٭ییبی زضٸییټٹا،یٷیظٲنٹضرثٻیػؿٳبٶ

اؾ شبٴزضیٳبضؾ شبٶیثیٸاحسټبٲؼٳٹٔٲظلازظٲبٶی٦ٻ.>4 ،3=

ی٦ٹس بټٲسرزض،قسٶسٲٹاػٻیدعق٦٧بزض٦ٳجٹزثبذٹظؾشبٴ

زض٦ ٻق سٞٗ ب٬ٸؽیؾ أسیٶٓ بٲیطٸټبیٶزضضظٰیٽساضث

ضااٲسازدؿزټٱٸاٸضغاٶؽؽیسأؾٟٻیٸْټٱٖٳٯیبسیٲٷب١َ

ٸیدعق ٧یټ بٵیس٧ٷؿ دطؾشبضاٴ،،بٴزاٸَٯجزاقز.ٖٽسٺثٻ

یؾ بظٲبٶسټټ بیثٽساضٵیټٳزضقٽطټبزضٲؿش٣طیزضٲبٶ٦بزض

ٶرؿزٶس،ثٹزثرفچٷسیثٽساضیضؾبٶذسٲزٲطا٦ع.قسٶسیٲ

ٖذُٹٌدكزیټبیثٽساض یټ بٳبضؾ شبٴیثټٳ بٴ٦ ٻیزٞ ب

ٰذٍزض.ثٹزٶسقٽطټب ٸػ ٹزیین حطایټ بٳبضؾ شبٴیثٲ٣ س

ٍیټ باٸضغاٶ ؽبی ٲبزضیټباٸضغاٶؽؾذؽٸزاقشٷس زضٸذ 

.>3=زاقشٷس٢طاضاٲسازیټبدؿزذٍ،ثٻٞبنٯٻٵی٧شطیٶعز

ٸیا٢شهبزٗسثُضظٲی،ثٽساضییٖٳٯ٧طزاثٗبزاظزی٫طی٧ی

زضق ٹز.ٲ یاٶؿ بٶیټبیؾطٲبیٻحّٟؾجت٦ٻاؾزؾلاٲز

ٕث ٻذ سٲبرٸٲسازضؾ بٶیاظٲبٴػٷ٩ ٸٲؼطٸح بٴث ٻٲٹ٢ 

ٌث ٻنحطاییټبیثیٳبضؾشبٴاٶش٣ب٬ٸٲهسٸٲبٴ ٰذُ ٹ ٲ٣ س

%50س  ب40ٲی  طٸٲ  ط٦٨  بټفان  ٯیی  ٭لازاظټ  بػجٽ  ٻ

.>2=٪طزیسزیس٪بٴآؾیت

ٲؿ ٯحیطٸټ بیٶزضضظٲ یثٽساضیزی٫طٲٽٱټبیٶ٣فاظ

اظدیك٫یطیٸیٗیَجحٹازصٸ٢ٹٔټٷ٫بٰزضحًٹضثٻسٹاٴٲی

ضی عیثطٶبٲ ٻٸٶٳٹزاقبضٺثحطاٴظٲبٴزضزاضٸا٪یطټبیثیٳبضی

ٜاظزی٫ طی٧یآیٷسٺسٽسیسارثطای .اؾ زؾ بظٲبٴآٴاټ سا

ٕیٸؾ اٲ٧بٶ براظیطی ٪ثٽطٺٸٲؿٯحیطٸټبیٶ٪ؿشطزٺحًٹض

٦ٷبضزض،یاٶؿبٶیطٸټبیٶ٪ؿشطزٺٝیَٸیٲٽٷسؾٸی٧یٮؼؿش

فیٸاد بث ٻغ،یثؿ ٸیٲطزٲ یطٸټبیٶٸٲؿئٹ٬یټبؾبظٲبٴ

ٞ بحف٭ی س٣ٯ٦ك ٹض،ٲٗبن طدیسبض٭یؾٵیسطٱیٖٓ)٦ٷشط٬(

یبسیحذسٲبراضائٻٸ٭یؾاظیٶبقیټبیطاٶیٸٸیػبٶذؿبضار

یٗیَج٨ثعضٞبػٗٻٵیااظسٺیزحبزطٻٲطزٰثٻیزضٲبٶٸیاٲساز

یث ٹٲیټ بیٳبضیثیطی٪ټٳٻزضټٳچٷیٵ.ٶٳٹزیبٶیقب٦ٳ٥

سٹثط٦ٹٮ  ٹظ،،ٹظیك  ٳبٶیٮب،ی  ٲبلاضطی  ٶٓظزٺػٷ  ٩ٲٷ  ب١َ

بظ،ی جیآٲز،ی ټذبسحه جٻ،ٸثب،طیٶٓییسټبیسٽسٸبظیؿشٹظٸٲیق

ق سرث ٻػٷ ٩زضآٶٽ بطی ٶٓٸآٶٟٯٹآٶعااَٟب٬،ٞٯغبظ،یبضزیغ

ٸ٢ زٵیٲؿئٹٮیثٽساقشطیسساثاؾز.ثٹزٺس٦ٷٷسٺیسٽسٸٲُطح

ث ٻټ بیطی٪ټٳٻٵیاثطٸظاظیضظٲیثٽساضٸزضٲبٴٸاقزثٽس

.>5=زاؾٶٳٹزٺیطیك٫یدیزاضیٲٗٷٸٲؤططبضیثؿٶحٹ

ٸحؿبؾ یزاظضظٲ یثٽساضیٶ٣فقس،ش٦ط٦ٻ٪ٹٶٻټٳبٴ

٪ طٞشٵٶٓ طزضٶیبظٲٷ سٸاؾ زثطذ ٹضزاضییث بلاٖٳ٭ز٢ز

اظٵیٶ ٹٸٷسٺیآیټبػٷ٩.اؾزلاظٰاٲ٧بٶبرسٽیٻٸسٳٽیسار

ٸثر فٶؼبراٲساز٪ط،قج٧ٻٸػٹزثٻٶیبظثبقٷس،٦ٻیٶٹٖټط

ث ٻطٓ ٶ.٦ٷ سٲیطیٶبدصاػشٷبةضازضٲبٴٸثٽساقزنحٷٻزض
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ٸیؿشیسطٸض،یػٷ٫حٹازص٪ؿشطـثٻضٸضٸٶسٸػٽبٴیٍقطا

یټبیاؾشطاسػزضٻ٦یسیػسطارییسٛٵیټٳچٷٸیٗیَجیبیثلا

ثٽساضیٸیٲٓبٶَتآٲسٺ،ٸػٹزثٻآٶٽبآطبضٸټبؾلاح،یػٷ٫

،یاٶؿ بٶیطٸی ٶثٷ بثطایٵ.٦ٷس٦ؿتضالاظٰآٲبز٪یثبیسضظٲی

٦ ٻق ٹزیطاسییسٛزؾشرٹـسیثبآٲٹظـٸؾبظٲبٴعار،یسؼٽ

ٵی اث بثشٹاٶ سٸثبق سٷ سٺیآػٷ ٩یټبیبظٲٷسیٶدبؾر٫ٹی

ٸَج یق سٺٸا٪ صاضیټ بزی ٲأٲٹضیاػ طاٖٽسٺاظاٲ٧بٶبر

ٲ  سیطیشیؾیؿ  شٱن   ٯحظٲ بٴزضاؾ  زلاظٰ.سی  طآثٶٓ بٲی

ث بلاییٖٳٯ٧ طزػٷ ٩ظٲ بٴزضسبقٹزس٣ٹیزضظٲیثٽساضی

.>6=ثبقسزاقشٻ

ٲٹي ٹٖیضظٲ ی،ضاټجطزټبیایٷ٧ٻزی٫طاټٳیزحبئعٶ٧شٻ

ٲ ٹضززضضی عیثطٶبٲ ٻػٽز.ٶیؿزٶٓبٲیضاټجطزټبیاظٲؼعا

زضضظٲ ی،ثٽ ساضیث طایآٲبز٪یټط٪ٹٶٻیبٸاٶش٣ب٬اٲسازٶحٹٺ

ییقٷبؾ بزقٳٷبٴٶٓبٲیسٽسیسارٶحٹٺٸٶٹٔاؾزلاظٰاثشسا

اضس٣ بءث طایلاظٰا٢ ساٲبراحشٳ بٮی،آؾ یتث بٲُبث١ٸقسٺ

 دصیطز.نٹضرحٳٯٻظٲبٴزضضظٲیثٽساضیٖٳٯ٧طز

 تؽکر ٍ قدرداًی

ٲ٣بٮ  ٻٵی  زضایٲك  بٸضٺٖٯٳ  یث  طااٞ  طازٲ  باظټٳ  ٻ

.ٱیؾذبؾ٫عاض

 تؼبرض هٌبفغ

٪ٹٶ ٻټ یچد ػٸټفای ٵزض٦ٻ٦ٷٷسٲیاٖلاٰٶٹیؿٷس٪بٴ

ضز.ٶساٸػٹزٲٷبٞٗیسٗبضو

 ظْن ًَیعٌدگبى

د طزاظیٸاٶؼ بَٰ طح،ټٳچٷ یٵټٳٻٶٹیؿٷس٪بٴزضایسٺ

اٶسٸټٳٻثبسأیی سٶ٫بضـاٸٮیٻٲ٣بٮٻیبثبظٶ٫طیآٴؾٽیٱثٹزٺ

ٶٽبییٲ٣بٮٻحبيطٲؿئٹٮیزز٢زٸن حزٲُبٮ تٲٷ سضعزض

دصیطٶس.آٴضاٲی

 هٌبثغ هبلی

 زضایٵدػٸټفاظټیچاض٪بٶی٦ٳ٥ٲبٮیزضیبٞزٶ٫طزیس.
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